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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2020 11:27 AM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Phyllis Blumberg  
concerned citizen (Phyllis2723@gmail.com)  
332 Kent Rd.  
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 US  

Comments entered:  
 
I care deeply about combating climate change and the evidence from other states indicates that 
RGGI will help us do that in PA also. I am writing as a concerned citizen who has seen the effects 
of severe weather and increasing respiratory problems in my family and neighborhood. My 
Jewish faith also compels me to act. 
As a concerned citizen who wants a healthy and safe environment not only for my children and 
grandchild but for all people who are living now and not yet born, I prioritize protecting the 
environment and averting the effects of climate change over my own personal comfort and the 
desire to pay less money.  
 
I personally invested in clean energy in my own lifestyle. Over ten years ago I retrofitted my 90-
year-old house that had natural gas heat to have geothermal HVAC just at the time when 
fracking caused the price of natural gas to sink. Two years ago I had solar panels installed on 
my roof and last year I bought a totally electric car. I did not make these changes to save 
money, but rather to save the environment and to protect the health for future generations. 
Even if every American were to invest in clean energy, and I realized that many cannot afford to 
do so, yet it still would not be enough.  
 
We need strong leadership from the PA government to move us to transition to a renewable and 
healthy future. 
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Pennsylvania is one of the dirtiest power sectors in the nation. We must change that course and 
start reducing our carbon pollution. Joining RGGI will make our Commonwealth cleaner, more 
prosperous, and offer a better future for all. In addition to its climate and public health benefits, 
estimates show that RGGI would generate a net increase of many clean energy jobs and it will 
add billions to the state’s economy by 2030. These funds can be used to improve the living 
conditions in underserved communities and communities of color in Pennsylvania that need help 
the most. By putting a price tag on pollution, RGGI incentivizes energy producers to turn away 
from fossil fuels, cut carbon, and create investments in clean energy. 
It is concerned citizens like me and 90% of the citizens of PA who want clean air and to protect 
the environment. Only profit-hungry, polluting industry insiders who want to keep things as they 
are now because they stand to benefit from doing so, at a cost to all of us.  
Ten other states are already been reaping the benefits of joining RGGI, and Pennsylvania can’t 
get left behind. It’s time for Pennsylvania to tap into this record of success, invest in sustainable 
jobs in our flourishing clean energy sector, and reduce our carbon pollution.  
In conclusion, I am want to explicitly state my support for Pennsylvania's joining of the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative. All the benefits I am advocating for are the direct result of PA joining 
RGGI!  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


